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Upcoming Events in the Elementary 
Pre-K Thanksgiving Program – Friday, November 18th 9:00am 

Kindergarten Thanksgiving Program – Tuesday, November 22nd 9:00am 
Christmas Program – Thursday, December 15th  9:00am 

The deadline for Butter Braid  
fundraiser orders has been  

EXTENDED to Thursday, November 17th.   
 

Delivery is still set for Thursday, December 8th.   
Payment is due at the time of the order. 

Prizes this year:  
10 Butter Braids = Trinity Tumbler 

15 Butter Braids = Pizza Party for Elementary Students 
*One Exam Pass for Middle & High School Students 

  *(MUST have an A average, less than 5 excused absences,  
& teacher approval to accept a pass) 

20 Butter Braids = Sling Bag 
30 Butter Braids = Stadium Blanket 

50 Butter Braids = Half-zip Fleece Pullover 
Top 3 sellers:  

1st place = $100 gift card 
2nd place = $75 gift card 
3rd place $50 gift card  

 All prizes are cumulative!!! 

Attendance Policy For All Parents! 
Please take time to review the school attendance policy in your handbook.   

We have had several students absent, out sick, and traveling for the holidays. 
Please make sure that your child’s absences for illness are excused, trips are  

pre-approved and our policy is followed so that no academic penalties are incurred. 
Thank you! 

Be sure to sign up to receive school closings 
 and emergency notifications!!! 

 
Please be sure to log on to Edline and update your contact information  

including your email address and phone numbers!  As we approach a time of  
possible winter weather conditions we will use Edline as our source  

of communication for school closings or delays.  
 

To update your information: log on to Edline.net, sign in, click on  
My Account, click on Manage Account, update your contact information, then  

remember to save the information before you exit. 
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Reminder for all Middle and High School Parents: 
Stay home if you are sick! If students are out ill, they will not be  

allowed to come in to take a test or turn in an assignment. If students are too  
ill to come to school, we will all stay healthier if they remain at home until they 

are well.  Students should be fever free for at least 24 hours.   
If students are absent for 3 or more days, we will collect written assignments from their  

teachers if requested by the parent. If less than 3 days, the students should call a friend or  
classmate for their assignments.  Please refer to the handbook for clarification.  Thank you! 

Kroger Cards 

Remember to keep using those Kroger cards!   
Over the holidays, use them to purchase your groceries,  

gas, prescriptions, and your Christmas stamps!   
Trinity always receives a check of generous proceeds from your purchases with these cards.  

Best of all, it is a free gift to TCA!  
If you do not have a Kroger card, or would like to purchase additional ones for gifts,  

you may contact Tresa Whitehead at 668-8500. 

Parents of Seniors 
All senior-related items for the yearbook (casual picture, baby picture, verse, 

quote, senior ad pictures, parent message, and final ad payment) were due this 
past Tuesday!  If you have missed this deadline, please send in all missing items 

immediately to the attention of Gina Wilson. 

This year our Scholastic Book Fair will be held 
November 28th-December 1st. 

Family night will be December 1st.   
See you there! 

News from the Guidance Office 
 

The deadlines for any sophomore or junior interested in  
Tennessee Governor’s Schools are coming soon.   

If you would like to participate in a challenging program in  
one of twelve areas, see Mrs. Lay or Mrs. Taylor or go to   

www.tennessee.gov/education/govschools.   
 

TCA ACT Workshops will be held  
November 28th-December 1st, for two hours after school each 
day.  Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Seeley and Mrs. Shanks will lead these  

informative sessions.  Cost:$80.  
Contact the Guidance Office at 668-8500 for more 

 information or to sign-up for these sessions. 

http://www.tennessee.gov/education/govschools
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The All Northwest Honor Choir will perform at 
West Jackson Baptist Church this  

Saturday, November 19th at 3:00pm. 

TCA students Justin Dyer, Heather Barnum, 
 Jeff Castellaw, Jack Cottrell, Audrey Couch,  

Kelly Gwartney, Hannah Layman, Kaitlin Mays, Carlton Neil,  
Hayden Nichols and Thomas Pierson will perform. 

 
 

Mark Your Calendar! 
December 6th  

TCA Band & Choral Christmas Program 
6:30pm In The TCA Chapel 

TCA 
ART Club 

 
TCA’s Art Club 

met this past  
Saturday to  

decorate ornaments 
for CASA  

(Court Appointed 
Special Advocates).  CASA is an organization that works with abused and neglected 
children who have no one to advocate on their behalf in court hearings, etc.  These 
Appointed Special Advocates give these children a voice and do all they can to make 

sure these children are healthy and safe.  This holiday season Madison County 
CASA is partnering with the Lambuth Area Neighborhood Association (L.A.N.A) 

to present the 19th Annual L.A.N.A. Tour of Homes and The CASA Holiday 
House.  Our Art Club students decorated ornaments which will be put on a tree at 
the 2011 CASA Holiday House.  These ornaments will be available for bidding by 

silent auction during the L.A.N.A. Tour of Homes.   

Join Us For The Next 
Fine Arts Guild Meeting 
December 12th at 6:00 

 Mr. Norvell’s Classroom 
This will be a planning meeting for our upcoming play. 
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The Lady Lions had a great season this year that ended last week  
with their 2011 Soccer Banquet and Awards. 

Congratulations to the entire team for advancing to Regional Tournament  
play this year and to the following players on their individual awards: 

 
Phalon Jones & Caroline Priddy 

Offensive Players of the Year  
Britton O’Daniel & Hannah McBroom 

Defensive Players of the Year 
Lady Lion Award 

Camila Simas 

Mission’s Pride Day Update 

Below is a message from Leah Anderson Baldwin,  
one of the TCA Alumni Missionaries we sponsor with 
the monthly Mission’s Pride Days. It is touching to see 

how God can use something as simple as the  
opportunity for our students to wear blue jeans  

and bless so many! 
 

Leah writes: 
“We have been so blessed this year by the school's giving. Being faith based missionaries we are always  
trusting (or trying to trust) that God will meet all of our needs, especially the unexpected ones.  We have 
health insurance, but when Boone broke his arm in May and then needed surgery, we just had to rely on 
God to help us meet our 20%.  And no doubt, each time a bill came in for his ER visit or his anesthetic or 
for follow up appointments and x-rays, there was usually a check from Trinity or another supporter that 
met that need immediately. We almost have it all paid off and that is such a blessing to know.  Also this 
year, we have taken on 3 more interns at the barn, so now we are up to 5, and with the money we were able 
to buy some Bible study curriculum for these kids, tickets to a Christian concert, and tickets to a Gospel 
Rodeo.  Huge blessings have come from that. Three of our interns have already accepted Jesus as their  
Savior, are coming to our Church and now are bringing their un-churched (possibly unsaved) parents!  
 

This past week a lady in our Church Bible study that I have been leading shared with us that her husband 
hasn’t been able to find a job and they have been living on $600 a month! I know things are bad around 
this area, and the country for that matter, but that hit home to me so much.  They use food stamps and 
Medicaid but that doesn’t help keep the lights on or fix their car when it’s broken.  She is a believer and 
brings her kids and nephews to our church.  The rest of her family members are unsaved and she has been 
such a testimony to them, that I felt like Satan was trying to break her down when three days in a row  
something broke on her car, then their phone was turned off, and the lights were about to be.  We prayed 
about it and felt that God was leading us to encourage her to keep on believing that God will save her  
husband and until that day, to keep believing that God would watch over her and her needs.  We were able 
to give her $200 we had from Trinity and another supporter.  This is just one story of many, and we are so 
grateful we get to serve here!  
 

God is doing some big things here and we thank you, the kids, and Trinity staff for helping us be here by 
supporting us financially!” 
Leah Baldwin 
Leah and husband Drew, serve as the directors of the Stables at Creekside Glen with Meridzo Ministires 
in Letcher County, Kentucky. 
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PAWS is excited to  
announce our  

2011 Sweet Shoppe and 
Christmas Bazaar 

 
Saturday, December 10th 

8:00am-2:00pm 
Elementary Café and Gym 

 
Volunteers are needed for the following events: 

Sweet Shoppe 
Lollipop Tree 

Poinsettia Booth 
Vendor Hospitality 

Holiday Picture Booth 
Noahõs Ark òStuff-n-Fluffó Animal Workshop 

Boogie Woogie Choo Choo Train (10am-12pm) 
Set-Up (Friday, December 9th after school) 

Clean-Up (Saturday, December 10th after 3pm) 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
If  you can help, please complete the following form and return it to 

any TCA office to help with this special event: 
______Yes, please contact me to help at the Christmas Bazaar. 

 
Name: ___________________________Studentõs Teacher:________________ 
Home Phone:_____________________ Cell Phone:______________________ 
Email Address:____________________________________________________ 
If you would like more information on this event or you have any questions,  

please contact Susan Morris at 731-803-1111  
or email her at rmsm459@verizon.net 

 
VENDORS WELCOME!!! 

We are looking for vendors to set up booths and sell their items. 
For more information on this opportunity, contact the  
PAWS President, Karen Gillespie  at 731-293-7141  

or Kareng82@yahoo.com 

mailto:rmsm459@verizon.net


TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY Page 7 

Veterans Day Program 
 

More than 750 of Trinity Christian Academy’s students, faculty, and staff gathered this past Friday to pay tribute to our  
nation’s veterans at our fifteenth annual Veterans Day Chapel.  Among our honored guests were over 65 veterans who had 

served during WWII, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, Desert  Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and  
Operation Afghanistan Freedom. 

 
Scott Lackey,  TCA parent and board member, delivered the Veterans Day Address entitled Defining Moments. One of those 

defining moments in Mr. Lackey’s life was his decision to join the US Army.  During his eight year military career, he served in 
Europe, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and stateside and was awarded two Bronze Medals among other awards.  His inspirational message 

was especially meaningful to the middle and high school students who attended for the first time. 
 

As the elementary choir sang the “Salute to the Armed Forces,” each of the flags of the five military branches was presented 
while veterans from that branch of service stood.   Another important facet of the program was the recognition of each of  

Trinity’s alumni who have served or are currently serving in the military.  “It’s an Honor to Serve” was superbly sung by junior 
classman Hayden Nichols and dedicated to our alumni. These alumni included: 

 
        Ashley Johnson-Class of 1994-Navy, National Guard 
              Matthew Sipes-Class of 1998-Army National Guard 

              Andrew Houston-Class of 1998-Air Force 
             Joel Mann-Class of 1999-Marines 

              Charlie Buntin-Class of 2000-Army 
              Michael Buntin-Class of 2002-Army 
              Mark Scott-Class of 2003-Air Force 
             Ashley Smith-Class of 2003-Navy 
              Eric Munn-Class of 2004-Army 

              Alex Wood Arriaga-Class of 2007-Navy 
              Evin Brooks-Class of 2008-Army 

              Jacob Edwards-Class of 2008-Army 
              Calvin Shaw-Class of 2008-Army 

Matt Tillery-Class of 2008-Marines 
             Taylor Vos-Class of 2008-Marines 

Justin Gullett-Class of 2009-National Guard 
 

It was a special day as the veterans who attended were honored and thanked. Kindergarten students handed out gift bags and 
said, “Thank you for serving our country” to each veteran.  The Memorial Wreath this year was presented by the Boy Scouts of 
Trinity Christian Academy to the family of Billy Neal Gaddy, great-grandfather of third grade student, Jackson Keltner. Jackson 

read a report he had written called An American Hero that is included on the following page.  
 

In another tribute, a rose was given to family members of veteran Captain Leroy Hicks, who died this past year. Capt. Hicks was 
a retired Marine who had served in Vietnam. He was one of the original speakers who helped establish our observance of  

Veterans Day at Trinity. 
 

Flags were presented by Mrs. Allen to recognize three other special veterans. One was given to Scott Lackey, who had given the 
Veterans Day address. A second flag was presented to Wayne Bayles, a WWII Army veteran who was part of the Europe Theatre 

and was one of the original four Veterans who helped establish our Veterans Day observance here at Trinity. The third was  
given in recognition of Johnny Harston, a WWII Army Veteran who was also in the European Theatre. He is the grandfather of 

Kelly Shanks and the great-grandfather to Dallas, Jamie, and Anna Shanks. 
 

The elementary choir sang God Bless America and the entire audience joined in to close the program. Many commented about 
the morning program and how special it is that it is student led. We are so thankful for the teachers, staff, parents, students and 
others who worked to make this day possible. Most of all we are thankful to our veterans who have given of themselves for our 

freedom.  God bless you and God bless America! 
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An American Hero 
By: Jackson Keltner 

 
My great-granddaddy, Billy Neal Gaddy, was a Corporal in the U.S.  

Army from February 19th, 1951 until August 29th, 1953. He was drafted 
into the Army and was sent to basic training at Camp Carson, Colorado. 

Soon after, he received his orders to Korea. The day before leaving for war, 
he went to the Billy Graham crusade and accepted Christ. 

Once he was in Korea, he was immediately sent to the battle at Heartbreak 
Ridge. His unit was successful but not without cost. The 2nd Division lost 
3,700 men while the North Koreans and Chinese lost 25,000. This would 

be Great Granddaddy’s last battle. 
Great-Granddaddy was asked to direct some men to lay telephone lines and 
they were soon met with flying bullets. Great-Granddaddy was hit in his left 
knee. The Koreans surrounded him and drug him to a cellar. They took his 

socks and boots and left him with only his field jacket and pants. During 
the next several months, he was taken from village to village where he was 
badly beaten, had knives put against his throat, and pistols put to his head. 
The bullet was still in his knee. He was taken to three different hospitals. 

The first doctor wanted to remove his leg. Great-Granddaddy cried and told 
the doctor he didn’t want to lose his leg. He thought they would kill him 

anyway and wanted to save his leg. At the third hospital, the doctor was removing the bullet but his pain medicine ran out. He 
screamed and cried as the doctor dug out the bullet. 

Finally in August 1952, he was taken to a POW camp. When he was first captured, he weighed 185 pounds, but was only 103 pounds 
when he reached the camp. At the POW camp, he was fed potatoes, vegetables, eggs, and meat. This was a real treat from his bugs, rice 
and water he was served at the villages. On July 27th, 1953 the peace agreement was signed. On August 29th, 1953, after being captured 

for 22 months and 23 days, Billy Neal Gaddy was released. 
Through all the pain and suffering, Great-Granddaddy never lost sight of God. He knew God was always with him and always had a 

plan for him. Great-Granddaddy went to be with God on January 14th, 2011. God used Great- Granddaddy’s life to show us His grace. 
To me, he will always be my hero. 

Thank you 
Veterans! 
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Now is the time to sign up for the  
2nd Semester Meal Plan with Sodexo! 

 
 

Second Semester Meal Plan 
Grade Level    Charge  Check Due 

 3-Day K    $189.00   12-9-11 
 Grades PK-5 (Elem)  $318.00   12-9-11 

Grades 6-12    $431.00             12-9-11 
 

ADD $25.00 LATE FEE AFTER 12-9-11 
Your student may present his/her check to the cafeteria manager. 

Please make checks payable to Sodexo. 
If you prefer, meal payments may be mailed to: 

Sodexo 
10 Windy City Road 
Jackson, TN 38305 

 
Online payments are now accepted for the meal plan program and also debit card 

payments can be made to your student’s account by logging onto:  
www.mymealtime.com 

 
Student's Name                                        ______         Grade  ____________ 

If you are sending payment in with your child to the school,  
please attach this form to your check. 

Let’s Pull Together!!! 
 

The LEAD class of TCA is collecting pop-top pull-tabs off of 
aluminum drink cans.  The tabs can be dropped off in any of 

the boxes located throughout the school.   
The tabs are more hygienic and easier to store than  

the entire cans. Please do not send whole cans.  
All tabs will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House  

who will trade them in to local recycling centers for  
reimbursement.  This effort is a great way for our TCA family 

to be involved with various families and children coming  
to the West Tennessee Area. 

 
Thank you for your help and support!!! 






